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THE LORD FAV L Ke: 


LAND HIS SPEECH TO 


THE HOUSE OF 
COMMONS. 


ASTER SPEAXER,heisagreat 
ſtranger in 1ſrael who knowes 
not, that this Kingdome hath 
o| long laboured under many and 

great oppreſhons, both inreli- 
gion and liberty, and his ac- 
quaintance here is not great or his ingenuitie 
ke, who doth not both know and acknow- 
edge that a grear, if nota principall cauſe, of 
both theſe hath beene {ome Biſhops and their 
adherents, 

Maſter Speaker a little ſearch will ſerve to find 
them to have beene the deſtrution of unitic 
under pretence of ny to haycbrought 

rats th 4 


» — —- 


in ſuperſtition; and ſcandall , under the 
titles of reverence, and decency: to have defil'd 
our Church; by adorning our Churches; to 
have flackned the ſtrianefle of that union 
which was formerly betweene us, and thoſe 
of our religion beyond theſea, anaRionas un- 
politicke,as ungodly. | 


Maſter Speaker, wee ſhall finde them to have | 


Tith'd Mint and Anice, and have left undone 
the weighticr workes of the law, to have beene 
lefſe cager upon thoſe who damne our Church 
then upon thoſe, who upon weake conſcience, 
and perhaps as weake reaſons (the diſlike of 
ſome commanded garment or ſome uncom- 
manded poſture)onely abſtained from it. Nay 
it hath beene more dangerous for men togoe 


to ſome —_— Pariſh, when they had no þ 


ſermon in their owne,then to bee obſtinate and 
perpetuall recuſants, while maſſes have beene 
ſaid in ſecurity , a conventicle hath bcene 1 
crime, and which is yet more, the conforming 
to ceremonies hath beene more exacted tha 
the conforming to Chriſtianity, and whileſ 
men for ſcruples have beene undone, for at- 
tempts _—_ Sodomiethey haveonely beencad- 
moniſhed, 

Maſter Speaker, we ſhall find them to have 
beene like the henin Eſop,which laying every 
on ſuch a proportion of barly, 


day an cgge u 
het Mitel intreating hr proponion np: 


= 


5. 
thee would encreaſe her 8863, thee grew fo 
fat upon that addition, that ſhee never laid 
more : ſo though at firſt their preaching were 
the occaſion of their preferment, they after 
made their preferment, the occaſion of their 


- | not preaching, 


Maſter Speaker , we (hall find them to have 
reſembled another fable, the dogge in theman- 
ger, to have neither preached themſelves, nor 
employ thoſe that fhould, nor ſufferd thoſe 
that would. To have broughtin catechiſingone. 
ly tothruſt our preaching, cried downe leQtures 
by the name of faQons, either becauſe their 
induſtry in that duty appeared a reproofe ta 
their negle& of it ( not unlike tothat weeread 


| othim, who in Nerv's timeand Tacitzs his ſtory 


was accuſed , becauſe by his vertue hee did 
appeare Ex rebrare vitia Princips) Or with in- 
tention to have brought in darkeneſſe, that 
they might the caſter ſow their tares, while ir 
was night: and by that introduQtion of igno- 
rance, introduce the better that Religion, 
which accompts it the Mother of deyo- 
ton, 

of Speaker in this they have abuſed his 
Majeſty, as well as his people, for whenhee 
had with great wiſedome ( fince uſually the 
children of darkeneſſe are wiſer intheir gene- 
rationthen the children of light, I may gueſſe 


ge | 22t withont ſomecycuponthe moſtpoliticke 


action 


Ge 
aRion ofthe molt politicke Church) filence4 
on both parts thoſe opinions which have of- 
tentormented the Churchand have, and will 
alway trouble the ſchooles they made ule of 
this declarationto tye up one {1de, and let the 
other looſe, where as they ought either in 
diſcretion to have beene equally reſtrained, or 
in juſtice to have beene equally tollerated, 
And itis obſervable, that that party to which 
they gave this licence was that, whoſe doQtrine 


though it were not contrary to. law, wascon- Þ 


trary ro cuſtome, and for a long while in this 
Kingdome was, no oftener preached then re- 
canted, 

The truth is Maſter Speaker , that as ſomeill 
Miniſters in our ſtate firſt tooke away our 
mony from us, and after endeavoured to make 
our mony not worth the taking, by turning 
it intv braſle by a kind of Amiphileſophers. im 
So theſe men uſed us.inthe point of preaching, 
firſt depreſſing it to their power, and next | 
bouring to make it ſuch, as the harme had not 
beene much, it it had beene depreſſed, the molt 
frequent ſubjects even inthe moſt ſacred audt 
tories, being the Fs aivinum of Biſhops and 
tithes , the ſacredneſle of the clergic, the ſi 
criledge of impropriations, the demoliſhing of 
puritaniſme and propriety, the building ofthe 
prerogativeat Paws, the introduction of ſuch 
gottanes, as admitting them true, the tool 
Wou 


7. 
would not recompence the ſcandall, or of 
ſuch as were ſo farre falſe, that as Sir T hows 
Moore {ayes of the caſuiſts , their buſineſſe was 
notto keepe men from {inning but to enforme 
them Quam prope ad peccatums ſine peccato liceat ac- 
cederey {0 it ſeemed their worke was to try how 
muchof a Papiſt might bee brought in without 
Popery,and to deſtroy as muchas they could of 
the Goſpell, without bringing themſelves into 


| danger of being deſtroyed by the law, 


Maſter Speaker , to goe yet further, ſome of 


them have ſo induſtriouily laboured to deduce 


themſelves from Reme, that they have given 
ercat ſuſpition, that in gratitude they deſire to 
returne thither, or art leaſt to meete it halte way, 
ſome have cvidently labourd to bring, -in an 
hk, though not a Rowary'popery. I meane 
notonely the outfideand drefle of it, but equal- 
ly abſolute a blind dependance of the peo- 
ple upon the clergie, and of the clergie upon 
themiclves, and have oppoſed the papacy be- 
yond the ſea, that they might ſettle one beyond 
the water. Nay common fame 1s more then 
ordinarily falſe, if none of them have found 
away toreconcile the opinions of Roe, to the 
preferments of England, bee ſo abſolutcly di- 
realy and cordially Papiſt , that it 1s all, that 
lifteene hundred pounds a yeare can doe to 


keepe them from confefling it. 


| Maſter Speaker 1 come now to ſpeake ev 
hes | CI- 


8, 
ties, and conſidering the great intereſt theſe 
men have had in our common Maſter, and 
conſidering how great a good to us they mi 
have made that intereſt in him, if they would 
have uſed it to have informed him:of our gene- 
rall ſafferings; and conſidering how little of 
their freedome of Speech at Whitehall, might 
have ſaved usa great deale of the uſe wee have 
now of it in the Parliament houſe, their not 
doing this alone were occaſion enough forus 
to accuſe them, as the betrayers though not 
as the deſtroyers of our rights and liberties; 
Though I confeſſe if they had beene onely 
filent 1n this particular I had. beene falenttoo; 
Bur alas they whoſe anceſtors in the darkeſt 
times excommunicated the breakers of Megw 
charta, did now by themſelves and their adhs 
rents both write, preach: plot and a& againſtir, 2 
by encouraging Door Beale, by preferring 
Door Mannering, appearing forward formo- 
nopolics and ſhip-mony: andifany were flow 
and backeward to comply, blaſting both them Þ©VY 
and their preferment, with- utmoſt expreſlion v 
of their hatred, the title of Puritans.  &bl 
Maſter Speaker, wee ſhall find ſome ofthe aye 
to. have labourd to exclude both all perſons, Whic 
andall cauſes of the clergic from the ordinary |" 
ras ofthe temporall magiſtrate, andby of 
ndring prohibitions(firſt by apparant power” V! 
again.the Iudges, and after by ſecret agree-P® 
mcms.j 


Qv., 
ments with them) tohave takenaway the onely 
kgall bound to their arbitrary power, and 
made as it were a conqueſt upon the common 
law ofthe Land, which is our commoninke- 
. Yritance, and afrer made uſe of that power to 
Yturne their brethren out of their frecholds, for 
not doing that which no lat7 of man required 
ofther.co doe, and which ( intheir opinions) 
the law of God required of them not to doe, 
Wee ſhall indthemin generall to have encou- 
ned all the clergie to ſuites; and to have 
es; E brought all ſuites to the Councell-table that 
having all power in Eccleſtaſticall matters, 
they laboured for cquall power intemporall, 
&todiſpoſe as well of every office as of every 
benefice,and loſt theclergic,much revenew and 
much reverence, ( whereof the laſt is nevergi- 
vet when it is ſfoasked) by encouraging them 
ndiſcreetly to exa&t more of both then was 
; due, fo that indeed the gaine of their greatneſle 
extended but toa few ofthat order, though the 
edyyextended upon all. 
a | Wee ſhall find of them to have both kindled 
- . [&blowne the common fire of both nations, to 
have both ſent and maintained that booke, of 


Which the authour no doubt hath long ſince 


2. wilh'd with Nero, Utinam neſciſſem liters , and 
dby of which more then one Kingdome hath cauſe 


wer Wiſh, that when hee writ that, hee had rather 


rs. Panalibrary ghough ofthe value ofProlemic's. 


enss.| Wee 
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Wee ſhall find'them to have beene the firit and 


principall cauſe of the breach, I will not ſay 
of, but fincethe pacificationat Barwick?. Wee 
ſhall find them to have beene the almolt ſole 


abettors of my Lord of Straffora , whileſt | 


hee was. practiſing upon another Kingdome, 


that manner of government which. hee inten- | 


ded to. ſcttle in this, where hee committed fo 
many, ſo mighty, and ſo. manifeſt enormitics 
and oppreſſions as the like have not beene com- 
mitted by any Governour inany goverament 
fince Yerres left Sicily, And after rhey had 
called him overfrom being deputic of 1relau 
to bee-in.a manner deputic of Exglaxd, (all 
things here, being govern'd by a Fuztillo, and 
that Funtillagovern'd by him) to have aſſiſted 
himin the giving of ſuch Councells, andthe 
purſuing of ſuch- courſes, as it is a hard and 
meaſuring caſt, whether they. were more us 
wiſe, more unjuſt, or- more unfortunate, and 
which had infallibly beene our deſtruQion 
if by the grace of God their ſhare had nortbeene 
as ſmall inthe {ubtilty of Serpents as inthe ins 
nocency of doves. 
| Heſter Speaker, 1 have repreſented no ſmall 
tie, and no meane degree of guilt, and 
truly 1 belceve, that wee ſhall make no. little 


complement to thoſe, and no. little apologie| ai 


for thoſe-to- whom. this charge belongs, if 


wee ſhall lay the faults of the nanndeae< = 
| orxagct 
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order of the Biſhops,upon the Epiſcopacy. I wiſh 
wee may diſtinguiſh hanna 596 3 who 
have beenc away with the ſtreame, and 
thoſe who have becne the ſtreame thatcarry'd 
them; betweene thoſe, whoſe proper and natu- 
all motion was towards our ruincand deſtru- 


; ion, and thoſe who have beene whirl'd about 


toit COMtrary to their naturall motion by the 
torceand ſwinge of ſuperiour Orbes, and as I 
wiſh, wee may diſtinguiſh betweene the more 
and lefle giltie; ſo I yet more wiſh, wee may 
diſtinguiſh betweene the guiltic and the inno- 
cat, 

Maſter Speaker, I doubt if wee confider,that 
if not the firſt Planters yet the firſt Spreaders 
efChriſtianity, and the farſt and chicfe Defen- 
drs of Chriſtianity againſt herefies withinand 

niſme without, both with their inke and 
with their bloud; and the maineconducers to 
the reſurrection of Chriſtianity:(at leaſt here in 
thereformation ( and wee owe the light of the 
Goſpell wee now <njoy to thefire they rhen 
endur'd for it) were all Biſhops: and that cven 
now in the greateft perfection of that order, 
there are yet ſome who have conduc'd in no- 
thing toour late innovations,buttheirinfilence; 
ſome who inanunexpeRed and mighty place 


| andpower have cxpreſſed an <quall modera- 


tionand humility, being neither ambitious bc- 
fore, nor. proud after, _Y the Crokers 
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ſtaffe or white ſtaffe : ſome who have beene 
learn'd oppoſers. of Popery, and zealous op. 
poſers of Arminianiſme, betweene whom and 
their inferiourclergie in frequency of preaching 
hath bcene no diſtin&tion, whoſe lives are un- 
toucl.:d, not _ by guilt, but by malice. 
ſcarce to bce equall'd by thoſe of any condi. 
tion, or to bee excell'd by thoſe in any Calen- 


dar. I doubt not I ſay, butif wee conftderthis, | 
this conſideration will bring forth this con- | 


cluſion, that Biſhops may bee good men, and 
let us give but good men good rules, wee ſhall 
have both good governours and good times, 
Maſter Speaker, Tam content to take away all 
thoſe things from them, which to any conſt- 
derable degree of probability may againe be- 
vet the like miſchiefs , if they bee not taken 
away. If their temporall titles power and em- 
ployment appeare likely to diſtra&t them from 
the care of, or make them looke downe with 


contempt upon their Spirituall duty, and that | 


the too great diſtance betweene them, and thoſe 


they governe will hinder the free and fit re- | 


courſe of their inferiours to.them; and occaſion 
infolence from them to their inferiours, -Let 
that be conſidered, and car'd for, Iamſure nei- 
ther their Lordſhips, their Judging of tithes 
wills and marriages,no, northeir voices in Par- 
liaments are Fare divine;apd Iamas ſure , that 
theletitles and this power,zre not neceſſary to 

| "Voir 


I}. 


thejrauthority, as appeares by the littlethey 
havehad with us by them, and the much that 
others have had without them, 

If their revenew ſhall appeare likely to 
produce the ſame effects (for it hath beene an- 
ciently obſerv'd that Religio peperit divitiae, 
& Filia devoravit matrem, ) Let ſo much ofthar, 
as was in all probability, intended for an at- 
tendant upon their temporall dignities, waite 
uponthem out of the doores. Lerus onely take 
care to leave them ſuch proportions, as may 
ſerve in ſome A degree to the dignity of 
learning and the encouragement of *=>toy 
and let us not inuert that of Feroboarr, and as hee 
made the meancſt of the people Prieſts, make 
the higheſt of the Prieſts, the meaneſt of the 
peoples 

If it bee feared, that they will againe em- 
ploy ſome of our Lawes, with a ſeverity 


| beyond the intention of thoſe Lawes a- 


eainſt ome of their weaker Bretheren, that 


| wee may bee ſure to take away that power, 


ct us take any thoſe Lawes, and let no ce- 
remonies which any number counts unlaw- 


tull, and no man counts neceſſary ( againſt the 
rules. of Policy and Saint Paul ) bee impoſed 
upon them. Letus confiderthart part ofthe rule, 
they have hitherto gone by,that is ſuch canons 
of their owne making as arc not confirm'd 
by Parliament have beene, or ao doubt ſhort- 


—— ——— oor R_ 


ly 
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ly will bee by Parliament taken away , tha 
the other part of the rule (ſuch canons as were 
here received before the reformation and not 
contrary to any law)is too doubtfull to bee 
a fit rule, exacting ancxat knowledge of the 
canoh law, of thecommon law, of the ſtatute 


law knowledges, which thoſe who are thusto þ 


overne have not , and it is ſcarce fit they 


ould have. Since therefore wee areto make | 


new rules, and ſhall no doubt make thoſe new 


rules, ſ{tri& rales; and bee infallibly certaine | 


of a trienniall Parliament to fee thoſe rules 
obſerv'd as ſtrictly as they are made, and ro en- 


creaſe or change them upon all occaſions, wee | 


ſhall have no reaſon to feare any innovation 
fromrhcir tyranny, or to doubt-any defeR id 
the diſcharge of their duty. Iam confident; 
they will not darceither ordaine, ſuſpend, {i- 
lence, excommunicate, or deprive otherwile; 


then wee would have them, And if this bee | 


beleeved, Iamas confident, wee ſhall not thinke 
it fit to aboliſh upona few-dayes debate an or- 
der, which hath ( as appeares yr ſtory) 
in moſt Churches theſe ſixtcene 

yeares, and inall from Chriſtto Calvzy,or inan 
inſtant change the whole face of the Church, 


like the ſcene ofa Maske. | 
Meſter Speak 


_ _ ——— 


- or ay 
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bee Isfuria humane, T neither eonfider them as 
neceſlary, nor asunlawfull, butas. convenient 
or inconvenient. But fince all great mutations 
in government. are dangerous, (even whetC 
what is introduc'd by that mutation is ſuch 


_ as would have beene very profitable upon a 


primary foundation ) and fince the greateſt 
danger of mutatians is, that all the dangersand 
inconveniences they may bring are not to bee 
foreſceene, and {inceno wiſe man will undergoe 
ercat danger, but for great neceſſity; my opi- 
nion1is, that wee ſhould not roote up this an- 
cienttree as dead as it appeares, till wee have 


| tried whether by this or the like lopping of the 


branches, the ſappe which was unable to feed 
the whole, may not ſerve ro make whatis left 
both grow and flouriſh. And certainely, if wee 
mayat once take away both theinconyeniences 
of Biſhops,and the inconvenience of noBifhops, 


 thatisof an almoſt univerſall mutation, this 


courſe can onely bee oppoſed by thoſe, who. 
love mutationfor mutations ſake. 

Maſter Speaker, to bee ſhort (as T-have reaſon 
to beeafter having beene ſo-long,, ) this triall. 
may bee ſuddenly made,let us commit as much 
of the Miniſters -remonſtrance, as wee have 
reade, that thoſe heads both of abuſcs and gric- 
vances which are there fully colleQed, ma 
bee marſhal'd and ordered for our debate if 


upon that debate it ſhall appeare, that thoſe 


_— 
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may bee taken away and y&: the order ſtands 
wee ſhall not need ro cofmmit the Londonper 
eition at all: for the cauſe of it will bee endedy 
| f it ſhall appeare, that'the abolition of thei 
_- onecannot bee; butby the deſtruRion of! 
..* the other, then let us not commit © 4 
this London-petition, but let {1 
z 


us grant it, 


